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ABSTRACT

The present study concerns an investigation of heavy metals (Pb, Zn) levels in the roadside’s soils of Tiaret city,
Algeria; an expanding city subject to a heavy automobile traffic. Sixteen locations were chosen for this study near
the main roads of the city. The results revealed high lead (Pb) and zinc (Zn) levels, that varies considerably between
the sampling points. Lead levels ranged from 87 to 2580 pg.g?, and zinc from 146 to 2260 ug.g*, showing that lead
and zinc pollution is linked to road traffic. The highest Pb concentration (2580+40 pg.g) was observed in location
S15, as well as that of Zn with a concentration of (2260+660 pg.g™) were we notice a high traffic activity, compared
to the location S11 find to be the only unpolluted soil sample for both Pb and Zn. The extent of soil contamination
by heavy metals is quite significant in the city of Tiaret, which should be monitored regularly to study its evolution
and propose solutions to reduce the risks associated with this traffic linked pollution.
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